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7:15 p. m
MR. GASPER: Ckay. Tonight there's
several ways to comment -- two ways, actually. You

can conment either in witing or you can conment
orally. If you're -- if you' d like to coment in
witing, we have sone conment forns avail abl e out at
the registration desk; you can either fill those out
and hand themin tonight to any one of us who has a
name tag, and we'll make sure they get into the public
record, or you can go ahead and mail those in to us.
And | guess the third way is to visit that website,
and you can conment right through the website.

And as far as actually commenting orally
tonight, we ask, if you haven't already, if you want
to make a conment, please sign up at the registration
desk. And then we'll us that sign-up list there to
determ ne who goes first; it'Il be first-cone first-
served. W ask that when your nane is call ed you step
up to the podium and do use the mcrophone. It's
i mportant that we get your entire comrent.

In fact, we've got a court report here
who's recording the whole coment period. So if
you'l |l be so kind as to use the m crophone so that she

can hear, we'd appreciate that.
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Pl ease state your nanme and affiliation if
you have one, and initially try to keep your comrents
to about three m nutes so that we can acconmopdate the
huge crowd that's here tonight -- no. Seriously, feel
free to speak your mnd tonight. W've got plenty of
time, and -- but we are interested in hearing coments
that you have about the programmatic EIS itself. So
if you could focus your conments in that area, we'd
appreci ate that.

If you have any witten materials or
publi shed materials or anything else you'd like to
| eave with us, feel free to do that. If -- and,
again, anybody with a name tag you can |eave that
information wth.

So at this time, we'll go to the
regi stered speaker list. The first speaker is Wayne
Krouse from Hydro G een Energy.

MR. KROUSE: Thank you for giving nme the
opportunity to speak. M/ nane's Wayne Krouse; |'mthe
chai rman and CEO and i nventor for Hydro Green Energy.
W' re an ocean current technol ogy firm headquartered
here i n Houst on, Texas. And consequently, we are al so
nmenbers of the National Hydropower Association and
nmenbers of the Ccean Renewabl e Energy Coalition. And

| am the current chairman of the research and
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devel opnent conmittee for the National Hydropower
Associ ati on.

My conpany is devel opi ng ocean current
t echnol ogi es, although, with the past experience of
the regul atory uncertainty between FERC and MVB, we
had el ected to essentially begin deploying our units
in rivers because it's a nuch nore well-understood
process. And even to this date, we are still noving
along in that process with multiple projects, in
Washi ngt on state and Texas and M nnesota, M ssissipp
and New YorKk.

And one of the prinmary reasons we've
el ected to stay i s because of the | evel of uncertainty
determ ni ng what requi rements woul d be needed froman
envi ronnment al i npact assessnent or inpact statenent
for our projects. So Hydro Green Energy believes that
it's very inportant with respect to this hearing to
make sure that there are not overl appi ng requirenents
or overl appi ng regul atory aut horities between FERC and
MVE.

If at sone point a systemis put into
place that would require start-up conpanies or new
t echnol ogy conpanies that are trying to devel op and
commercialize their technologies which have the

potential for trenendous benefits for the country,
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both in terns of energy independence and on-carbon-
emtting energy sources, it would be very
di sadvant ageous to have a duplicative system that
required a | arge degree of expenditures or expenses to
be put onto a young conpany to tackle those types of
i ssues.

W are in favor of a programmatic EIS,
primarily because we feel it has a | ot of advantages.
W don't advocate necessarily a case-by-case
situation, because of the ability to have certain
i ssues that nay apply from one case to the other to
selectively not be applied. And we al so believe that
for any projects that are currently, | guess, inside
of the FERC process | ooking for prelimnary permts,
t his does not hold up -- the programmatic EI S does not
hol d up any of those projects from going forward.

And then lastly, we al so advocate in situ
studies for marine life inpacts and environmental
i npacts, as opposed to doing |aboratory anal yses or
| aboratory studies. As a chenmical engi neer by degree
and, also, a research assistant in college, it has
al ways been ny belief that the best data is gathered
inreal-world scenarios and real -worl d situations and,
therefore, what you actually get in |aboratories are

not necessarily representative of what you would see
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So, you know, we would want to have this
occur in any types of studies that go along with the
EIS, if it were to inpact individual projects, to be
done in situ, as opposed to before hand. And that
concl udes ny coments.

MR. GASPER:. Thank you

W have no ot her regi stered speakers. 1Is
there anybody else who'd like to nmke a comment
t oni ght ?

(Pause.)

MR. GASPER. |Is there anybody who has a
guestion to the MVB staff who are here tonight?

MR. KROUSE: Any updates on the MU
bet ween FERC and MVB?

M5. BORNHOLDT: My name is Maureen
Bornholdt, and I'm the program nmanager for the
alternative energy and alternate use program and | am
working with FERC on this MOA. In fact, we're waiting
to receive -- we're exchanging drafts, and, | guess,
we were probably in our fourth nmeeting with themwhen
we returned back to Washington. And it's going quite
wel | .

MR. KROUSE: Gkay. One nore question.

M5. BORNHOLDT: Sur e.
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7
MR. KROUSE: Just ball-park, any idea

around time lines when there may be an estinated

resolution or a final agreenment in terns of
i mpl enenting a frame work for regulatory -- who has
regul atory authority at the different -- in the

di fferent aspects  of the alternative energy
devel opnment of f shore?

IVB. BORNHOLDT: For t he new
responsibilities that we received under Section 388,
our target is to come out with our proposed rule
maki ng at the end of the sunmer. So we -- our planis
to have whatever agreenent we have with FERC done
before that tine.

MR. KROUSE: Gkay. Thank you.

MR. GASPER: Any other questions or

comment s?

(No response.)

MR. GASPER. kay. If not, 1'd like to
thank you all for comng, and we'll declare the

neeting closed. Thank you.
(Wher eupon, at 7:25 p.m, this neeting was

concl uded.)
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